Douglas Haig: Turning Defeat into Victory —
An Exceptional WW1 Commander

World War | was a grueling conflict that witnessed the rise of numerous
great military commanders. Among them, Sir Douglas Haig, the
Commander-in-Chief of the British Expeditionary Force from 1915 until the
end of the war, played a significant role in turning the tide of the war in
favor of the Allies. Despite initial setbacks and immense challenges, Haig's
strategic brilliance and leadership skills ultimately led to victory for the
British forces. This article delves into the life and achievements of Haig,
exploring how he transformed defeat into victory during the great World
War.

A Rocky Start on the Western Front

Douglas Haig's tenure as Commander-in-Chief began amid a series of
devastating defeats for the British forces on the Western Front. The
Somme Offensive in 1916, characterized by the costly Battle of the
Somme, resulted in heavy casualties with limited territorial gains. Haig
learned important lessons from this experience and realized the need for
careful planning, intelligence gathering, and tactical innovation.

His commitment to learning from past mistakes became evident when he
meticulously planned the Battle of Passchendaele in 1917. Applying the
lessons from the Somme Offensive, Haig devised a strategy that focused
on improving coordination between infantry, artillery, and tanks. The
subsequent victory at Passchendaele helped restore morale among the
Allied troops and showcased Haig's evolving leadership capabilities.
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The Innovative Tactics at the Battle of Amiens

As the war progressed, Haig continued to adapt his tactics, reflecting his
ability to learn from his mistakes. The Battle of Amiens in 1918 serves as a
testament to this adaptability. Haig introduced numerous innovations during
this battle, using surprise and combining infantry with tanks, artillery, and
aircraft in a synchronized manner.

The effectiveness of these tactics was evident in the overwhelming success
of the offensive. The Allies managed to penetrate the German lines,
capturing thousands of prisoners and considerable territory. The Battle of
Amiens marked a significant turning point in the war, shifting the balance of
power in favor of the Allies and ultimately leading to victory.

Empowering the Troops and Implementing Reforms

Beyond his tactical brilliance, Haig understood the importance of keeping
the morale of his troops high. He actively worked to improve the conditions
for soldiers in the trenches, prioritizing their welfare and providing better
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training and equipment. By putting the welfare of the troops first, Haig
succeeded in fostering a sense of loyalty and dedication among the
soldiers.

Furthermore, Haig implemented several reforms to enhance the efficiency
of the British forces. He established special schools to train officers in the
latest military tactics, initiated mobile warfare techniques, and focused on
better communication and coordination between headquarters and units on
the field. These reforms not only improved the readiness of British forces
but also contributed to their ultimate victory in the war.

The Final Hundred Days

The final phase of the war saw Haig's strategic brilliance culminate in the
Hundred Days Offensive, a series of successful Allied offensives that
pushed the German forces to the brink of collapse. Haig's meticulous
planning, combined with the effective utilization of artillery, tanks, and
infantry, allowed the Allied forces to make significant gains and advance
toward victory.

During this period, Haig also made efforts to foster greater cooperation and
coordination among the Allied commanders. His ability to collaborate
effectively and set clear objectives proved instrumental in achieving unified
goals. The relentless determination displayed by Haig during the Hundred
Days Offensive paved the way for the ultimate defeat of the Central Powers
and the end of World War |.

A Lasting Legacy

Despite the controversy surrounding some of his decisions and the
staggering loss of life, Douglas Haig undeniably played a crucial role in the



Allied victory during World War |. His strategic innovations, dedication to
the welfare of his troops, and adaptability in the face of challenges
highlighted his exceptional leadership qualities.

Haig's contributions to the war effort laid the groundwork for future military
strategies and shaped the way commanders approach warfare. His ability
to turn defeat into victory earned him a place among the great World War |
commanders and solidified his place in history.

, Douglas Haig overcame initial setbacks and transformed defeat into
victory through his strategic brilliance, strong leadership, and willingness to
adapt. His contributions during World War | remain remarkable, showcasing
his ability to learn from mistakes and innovate on the battlefield. By
empowering his troops, implementing reforms, and planning meticulously,
Haig led the Allied forces to ultimate triumph and played a crucial role in
shaping the outcome of the war.
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Very few figures in British military history are the subject of such violently
opposing views as Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig.

Some see Haig as the man who won the war for the Allies, defeating the
German Army through a war of attrition on the Western Front.

Others view him as an incompetent butcher, needlessly sacrificing the lives
of thousands of young men for the price of a few metres of ground.

The popular view of Haig today falls into the latter category - that he was
unfitted to command Britain’s armies on the Western Front, that he was out
of touch with what was happening at the front, and that he was indifferent
to the suffering of his men.

And yet a lot of this backlash against him started when it became apparent
that the government could not produce a ‘land fit for heroes’ after the war,
and people started looking for someone to blame.

Is there evidence to support the criticisms of Haig?
And if not, why do people believe them?

Now that most files relating to the Great War have been released it is now
much easier to investigate the evidence relating to Haig than it once was,
and Gordon Corrigan has separated the truth about Haig from the legend.

'Douglas Haig: Defeat Into Victory' tells the story of the most controversial
commander in the history of the British Army.

Praise for Gordon Corrigan:



‘Political, fluent, well-researched and extremely argumentative’ — Andrew
Roberts.

'Meticulously researched and well-written' Pennant

Major Gordon Corrigan is a retired Gurkha officer, a member of the British
Commission for Military History and Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society.

Fluent in the Nepali language, he is now a freelance military historian and
battlefield lecturer. He is a well known figure on the History channel. He is

also the author of ‘Sepoys in the Trenches’, ‘Loos: 1915’ and ‘Wellington: A
Military Life’.
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