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Studies in Performance and Early Modern Drama

When we think about iconic performances and early theatre, two names
come to mind: Lazarus and King Lear. These timeless tales have
captivated audiences for centuries, showcasing the power of performance
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to transport people to another world. In this article, we will explore the rich
history and significance of both these plays, delving into the theatrical
nuances, the impact on culture, and the enduring legacy that continues to
influence the performing arts today.

From The Raising Of Lazarus

The story of Lazarus, as told in the New Testament, has been a subject of
fascination for artists and playwrights throughout history. The tale of a man
being raised from the dead not only holds religious significance but also
touches on themes of life, death, and the human condition. It is in the
performance of this story that actors and directors have found ample
opportunities to explore the depths of emotional expression and the
complexities of resurrection.
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In early theatre, the raising of Lazarus was often depicted as a miracle
enacted on stage. This performance showcased the skill of the actors who
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had to bring a lifeless body to life before the audience's eyes, creating a
sense of awe and wonder. The use of props, lighting, and sound effects
added to the realism, making it a spectacle that captured the imaginations
of the spectators.

As time went on, different interpretations of the raising of Lazarus emerged,
with varying degrees of exaggeration and artistic license. The performance
became not just a retelling of a religious event but a platform for individual
actors and directors to showcase their skills and leave a lasting impression
on the audience.

King Lear: A Masterpiece of Shakespeare

Shakespeare's King Lear is considered one of the greatest tragedies ever
written and has been performed countless times since its creation. The
story of a king dividing his kingdom among his daughters, only to suffer the
consequences of his actions, resonates with audiences due to its
exploration of power, family dynamics, and the frailties of human nature.

What sets King Lear apart is its complexity and the depth of its characters.
The titular character, Lear, undergoes a dramatic transformation throughout
the play, from a powerful ruler to a broken man grappling with madness.
The performance of this character requires immense skill and
understanding, as actors need to navigate the emotional spectrum and
convey the internal struggle of a man losing everything.

Throughout history, there have been several famous portrayals of King
Lear that have become benchmarks for future performances. Actors such
as Laurence Olivier, lan McKellen, and Anthony Hopkins have left their



indelible mark on the role, showcasing the versatility and power of the
character.

The Impact on Culture and the Performing Arts

Both The Raising of Lazarus and King Lear have had a profound impact on
culture and the performing arts. These plays have explored themes of
mortality, power dynamics, and the human condition, resonating with
audiences across different time periods.

Through their performances, actors and directors have pushed the
boundaries of storytelling and challenged societal norms. They have paved
the way for experimentation and innovation in theatrical techniques,
influencing future generations of performers and shaping the evolution of
the performing arts.

The Enduring Legacy

From the raising of Lazarus to King Lear, these studies in performance and
early theatre continue to inspire and captivate audiences today. The
timeless themes explored in these plays remain relevant, and the
performances still hold the power to move and provoke thought.

As we delve deeper into the world of early theatre and performance, we
gain a greater understanding of the artistry involved and appreciate the
lasting impact of these plays. They serve as reminders of the power of the
stage to convey complex emotions, challenge societal norms, and create
moments of shared collective experience.

So, the next time you find yourself attending a performance or watching a
film adaptation of The Raising of Lazarus or King Lear, take a moment to



appreciate the rich history behind these stories and the tireless efforts of
the actors, directors, and playwrights who bring them to life.
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Grieving women in early modern English drama, this study argues, recall
not only those of Classical tragedy, but also, and more significantly, the
lamenting women of medieval English drama, especially the Virgin Mary.
Looking at the plays of Shakespeare, Kyd, and Webster, this book presents
a new perspective on early modern drama grounded upon three original
interrelated points. First, it explores how the motif of the mourning woman
on the early modern stage embodies the cultural trauma of the Reformation
in England. Second, the author here brings to light the extent to which the
figures of early modern drama recall those of the recent medieval past.
Finally, Goodland addresses how these representations embody actual
mourning practices that were viewed as increasingly disturbing after the
Reformation. Female Mourning and Tragedy in Medieval and Renaissance
English Drama synthesizes and is relevant to several areas of recent
scholarly interest, including the performance of gender, the history of
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emotion, studies of death and mourning, and the cultural trauma of the

Reformation.
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