
Guide To Tracking Wounded Deer - Your
Ultimate Resource
Are you an avid hunter or someone who simply enjoys spending time in the
great outdoors? If so, you likely understand the thrill and challenge of
tracking wounded deer. Tracking deer effectively requires a combination of
skill, patience, and reliable information that can help you become a
successful hunter. In this comprehensive guide, we will provide you with
everything you need to know about tracking wounded deer and increase
your chances of a successful hunt.

1. Understanding Wounded Deer Behavior

Before delving into the tracking techniques, it is essential to understand the
behavior of wounded deer. When injured, deer experience adrenaline rush
and often go into survival mode. Understanding how a wounded deer
behaves and reacts to specific conditions will give you a significant
advantage when trying to track it successfully.

Wounded deer typically take refuge in areas with thick vegetation, such as
dense woods or overgrown patches. This provides them with safety and a
defense mechanism against predators. While wounded, they may exhibit
abnormal behavior like limping, leaving blood trails, or even vocalizing
distress calls. Observing these signs is crucial for narrowing down the
deer's location.
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2. Identifying and Following Blood Trails

One of the most effective ways to track a wounded deer is by following the
blood trails it leaves behind. When a deer is injured, it often leaves a visible
blood trail that can lead you to its whereabouts. To become an efficient
tracker, it is crucial to distinguish different types of blood, as they can
indicate the severity of the injury and the likelihood of a successful
recovery.

Fresh red blood usually indicates an arterial hit, suggesting a severe injury.
As the deer continues to move, the blood that is shed may change color,
becoming darker and thicker. This is an indication of a hit to a muscle or
organ. By analyzing the blood trails and understanding how the injury is
affecting the deer, you can make informed decisions while tracking it,
increasing your chances of a successful hunt.

3. Utilizing Technology and Gear

Advancements in technology have greatly assisted hunters in tracking
wounded deer. Various tools and gear are available that can significantly
enhance your tracking abilities. One such device is a blood tracking light,
which is designed to illuminate blood that may not be easily visible to the
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naked eye. This tool can prove invaluable when tracking wounded deer in
low-light conditions.

In addition to blood tracking lights, there are also GPS tracking devices
specially designed for hunters. These devices allow you to mark crucial
locations, including blood trails, so you can easily retrace your steps and
navigate accurately. Portable trail cameras are another excellent tool to
utilize. Set them up near feeding areas or known deer trails, and you can
monitor deer activity, helping you determine their movement patterns and
areas of interest, even when you are not present.

4. Employing Effective Tracking Techniques

Tracking wounded deer requires a combination of patience, persistence,
and effective techniques. While following blood trails is an integral part of
the process, sometimes the blood may become scarce or difficult to trace.
In such cases, employing additional tracking techniques can prove
beneficial in locating the wounded deer.

One technique is to look for disturbed vegetation or broken branches in the
deer's path. When injured, deer may brush against objects or leave visible
signs of their path through damaged vegetation. These signs can provide
valuable clues regarding the wounded deer's movement and help you stay
on track.

Awareness of the wind direction is essential during tracking, as deer can
quickly pick up on human scent. Always approach the tracking process
from the downwind side to minimize the chances of alerting the deer to
your presence. Being mindful of your movements and staying as quiet as



possible are also crucial for reducing the chances of spooking the wounded
deer during the tracking process.

5. Ethical Considerations and Responsibilities

As responsible hunters, it is our duty to track wounded deer meticulously
and ensure ethical hunting practices. This means doing everything possible
to minimize the deer's suffering and delivering a swift and humane death.
To achieve this, it is pivotal to be patient, precise, and respectful throughout
the entire process.

Remember, tracking wounded deer can be challenging and may require
multiple attempts. If you lose the trail or fail to locate the deer, it is essential
to exercise patience and give it time to rest. Pushing a deer further can
result in a longer and more painful experience for the animal. When in
doubt, consult experienced hunters, join hunting forums, or reach out to
local hunting organizations for guidance and support.

Tracking wounded deer is an art that combines knowledge, skill, and a
deep connection with nature. By understanding the behavior of injured
deer, effectively following blood trails, utilizing advanced technologies,
employing proper tracking techniques, and practicing ethical hunting, you
can maximize your chances of locating and harvesting a wounded deer
successfully.

The thrill of tracking wounded deer is an experience like no other. Whether
you are a seasoned hunter or just starting out, this comprehensive guide
will equip you with the knowledge and resources necessary to become a
skilled tracker. So, prepare yourself for the next hunting season, embrace



the challenge, and fully immerse yourself in the captivating world of
tracking wounded deer.
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Keystone State Outdoors' mini guide to tracking wounded deer. A quick
insight into the dos and don'ts of going after downed and wounded game.
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