
So You Want To Be Buckskinner: How To Get
Started In Mountainman Historical
Buckskinners, also known as mountain men, are individuals who are
captivated by the historical lifestyle of early American fur trappers and
explorers. These enthusiasts have a passion for embracing the wilderness
and living off the land just as their ancestors did. If you find yourself drawn
to this unique subculture and want to learn how to become a buckskinner,
this article will provide you with essential information to get started on your
exciting journey.

Understanding the Buckskinner Lifestyle

The buckskinner lifestyle revolves around recreating the experiences of
early American trappers and explorers. These brave individuals, known as
mountain men, roamed the untamed wilderness in search of valuable
animal pelts such as beaver, fox, and raccoon. They mastered survival
skills, adapted to harsh climates, and interacted with various Native
American tribes.

Upon acquiring these animal pelts, mountain men would trade them with fur
companies, which were major players in the early American economy. The
fur trade industry laid the foundation for westward expansion, and mountain
men played a crucial role in the exploration and settlement of vast
territories.
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Step 1: Research and Study

Before fully immersing yourself in the buckskinner lifestyle, it is essential to
conduct thorough research and study various aspects of the historical era
you are interested in. Dive into books, articles, documentaries, and online
resources to gain a comprehensive understanding of the time period you
wish to recreate.

Learn about the different types of historic gear and clothing, survival
techniques, trading practices, and the cultural interactions that transpired
during this era. This knowledge will help you make informed decisions
about the specific aspects of buckskinning you want to focus on and the
level of accuracy you wish to maintain in your reenactments.

Step 2: Join Buckskinning Communities

Becoming a part of buckskinning communities and organizations is
invaluable when embarking on your journey as a buckskinner. These
communities provide a platform for enthusiasts to share their experiences,
exchange knowledge, and participate in various events and reenactments.
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Look for local or national buckskinning associations and connect with fellow
enthusiasts who can guide you through your initial steps. Engaging with
experienced buckskinners will not only provide you with practical tips and
insights but also foster a sense of camaraderie among individuals who
share your passion.

Step 3: Acquire the Necessary Gear and Skills

The next step in your buckskinning journey is to acquire the appropriate
gear and develop the necessary wilderness survival skills. The mountain
men relied on tools such as flintlock rifles, skinning knives, and firemaking
equipment.

Invest in quality replicas of these traditional tools. Learn how to handle and
maintain them effectively. Additionally, embrace skills like firemaking,
shelter building, hunting, and foraging to enhance your wilderness survival
capabilities.

Step 4: Attend Buckskinning Events and Rendezvous

Buckskinning events and rendezvous play a crucial role in the buckskinner
community. These gatherings provide a perfect opportunity to fully immerse
yourself in the mountain man experience. Attend reenactments, trade fairs,
and historical workshops to gain hands-on experience and network with
veteran buckskinners.

Participating in these events will allow you to showcase your gear and
skills, learn from experienced individuals, and educate others about the
heritage and history of buckskinning. Remember, it is not just about the
outfits and weapons; it is about embracing the ethos of mountain men and
living the lifestyle.



Step 5: Continuously Learn and Grow

As you embark on your journey as a buckskinner, remember to
continuously learn and grow. Participate in workshops, seminars, and
historical demonstrations to enhance your knowledge and refine your skills.
Stay up-to-date with new discoveries and advancements in historical
accuracy.

Immerse yourself in the wilderness regularly to strengthen your survival
skills and deepen your connection with nature. Explore different areas,
learn about local flora and fauna, and expand your networks within the
buckskinning community.

Becoming a buckskinner and immersing yourself in the historical lifestyle of
mountain men is a unique and fulfilling experience. By thoroughly
researching, joining buckskinning communities, acquiring the necessary
gear and skills, attending events, and continuously learning, you can
embark on a remarkable journey that connects you with the past and allows
you to embrace the wilderness like never before.
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This booklet explains historical reenactment of the mountainman era, and
gives helpful information for anyone wanting to get all of the supplies
needed to attend rendezvous. Kerry Hullet points out how to get into the
hobby easily and inexpensively
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