
The Untold Story Of Racial Classification In
America: Unveiling a Dark Chapter
The issue of race has been a deeply ingrained and contentious aspect of
American history. For centuries, the United States grappled with the racial
classification of its citizens. This untold story uncovers the complex journey
of racial classification in America, shedding light on the struggles,
discrimination, and resilience that has shaped the nation.

Understanding the Origins

It is crucial to comprehend the historical origins of racial classification in
America. In the early colonial period, the need to differentiate between
English settlers and enslaved Africans laid the foundation for racial
categorization. The harsh realities of chattel slavery prompted the creation
of a binary system, dividing people into black and white.

As America expanded, so did the complexities of racial classification.
Native Americans faced forced removal from their lands, and their
categorization as a separate race justified their mistreatment. Chinese
immigrants, too, experienced discrimination and racial profiling during times
of economic instability.
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The Rise of Scientific Racism

In the 19th century, a new pseudoscience known as "scientific racism"
emerged. Advocates of this ideology sought to justify racial inequality
through the manipulation of science. They propagated theories asserting
the inherent superiority of Caucasians, fueling existing prejudices and
cementing systemic discrimination.

Phrenology, the study of skull shapes to determine intelligence, became a
popular pseudoscientific tool to support racial hierarchies. This distorted
belief system perpetuated divisions within society and led to policies based
on racial classification, such as segregation and eugenics.

The Quandary of Classification

With each passing decade, the racial classification in America became
increasingly complex. The multiracial population posed challenges to the
existing binary system, leading to the creation of additional racial
categories. Terms like mulatto, quadroon, and octoroon were used to
classify individuals with mixed heritage, further perpetuating power
dynamics and discrimination.

The U.S. Census Bureau played a crucial role in the racial classification
process, attempting to categorize the diverse population. However, their
inconsistent methods and changing definitions of racial categories hindered
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accurate representation and understanding of America's true racial
diversity.

Civil Rights Movement and Beyond

The civil rights movement of the 1960s brought significant changes to racial
classification. Activists fought against racially discriminatory laws and
policies, challenging the deep-rooted racism that had endured for centuries.

As America progressed, formal segregation became illegal, and efforts
were made to eliminate overtly racist practices. However, racial
classification remained deeply entrenched in societal structures,
perpetuating systemic biases and disparities. Affirmative action policies
aimed to address historical injustices, but they also sparked heated
debates about the fairness and effectiveness of such measures.

Looking Towards the Future

The classification of race in America continues to evolve in response to the
shifting social landscape. The debate surrounding racial categorization
persists, with some advocating for the elimination of these labels
altogether, while others argue that acknowledging racial differences is
necessary to identify and address systemic inequalities.

It is essential for society to engage in honest conversations about race and
to confront the complex legacy of racial classification. By acknowledging
the untold story of racial classification in America, we take an important
step towards understanding and reconciling the past, and building a more
inclusive future.



The untold story of racial classification in America is a chapter that must be
brought to light. From the origins of racial categorization to the impact it has
on present-day society, the complex journey unveils a dark history of
discrimination and oppression. By examining and understanding this
history, we can work towards a more equitable future where racial
classification no longer perpetuates inequalities but instead promotes unity
and fairness.
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A call for the separation of race and state, backed by a deep dive into the
surreal world of racial classification in America.

Americans are understandably squeamish about official racial and ethnic
classifications. Nevertheless, they are ubiquitous in American life. Applying
for a job, mortgage, university admission, citizenship, government
contracts, and much more involves checking a box stating whether one is
Black, White, Asian, Hispanic, or Native American.
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While reviewing the surprising history of American racial classifications,
Classified raises questions about the classifications’ coherence, logic, and
fairness; for example:

Should Pakistani, Chinese, and Filipino Americans be in the same
category despite their obvious differences in culture, appearance,
religion, and more?

Why does the government not allow Americans to classify themselves
as bi- or multi-racial?

How did the government decide that a dark-complexioned, burka-
wearing Muslim Yemini should be classified as generically white, but a
blond-haired, blue-eyed immigrant from Spain should be classified as
Hispanic and treated as a member of a minority group?

Why does the government require biomedical researchers to classify
study participants by the official racial categories, when the
classifications have no scientific basis?

In an increasingly diverse society with high rates of intergroup marriage,
the American system of racial classification is getting even more arbitrary
and absurd. With rising ethno-nationalism threatening democracy around
the world, it’s also dangerous. Classified argues that the time has come to
consider abolishing official racial classification and replace it with the
separation of race and state.
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